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SHARING	  	  OUR	  	  NEWS
The	  big	  news	  this	  month	  is	  our	  new	  Associates.	  

At	  the	  retreat	  on	  July	  6-‐8th,	  we	  welcomed	  11	  

of	  them,	  and	  it	  was	  a	  very	  talented	  	  group:	  two	  

former	  HaiB	  volunteers,	  one	  priest,	  a	  teacher/

lawyer,	  teachers,	  administrators,	  a	  parish	  

manager,	  and	  a	  former	  Brother	  and	  his	  wife.	  It	  

was	  a	  fun	  weekend,	  but	  also	  spiritually	  

enriching.	  The	  Commitment	  Ceremony	  was	  

beauBful,	  but	  then	  you	  remember	  how	  it	  was!	  

See	  the	  picture	  on	  the	  next	  page.	  	  

Associate Notes
Congratula*ons	  to	  Karen	  White

Congratulations to Saint Xavier Theology faculty 
member and Xaverian Brothers Associate, Karen 
White, for her selection as recipient of the Roncalli 
Award from the Archdiocese of Louisville. The 
award, named after Pope John XXIII, is conferred 
on a catechist who shows evidence of the spirit of 
Vatican II by spreading the faith through 
catechesis. Karen is recognized for her work in 
catechetical ministries as a master teacher and 
catechist at all levels through many years and roles 
in Catholic elementary schools, at St. X, in her 
parish of St. Gabriel, as a retreat facilitator for parish 
groups, and as a spiritual director.

Associates Kathy and Hugh Boyle with Brother Joe Pawlika 
at the July 8th commitment ceremony in Marriottsville, MD

     The award will be presented 
by Archbishop Kurtz at the 
Annual Celebration of 
Catechetical Ministry Dinner 
on September 27, 2012 at the 
Flaget Center. We’re all proud 
of you Karen!!

Recommended Reading
A Lever and a Place to Stand: The 
Contemplative Stance, the Active 
Prayer by Richard Rohr, 
Foreword by Fr. James Martin
$9.88 from Amazon.com
Excellent writings on meditation, 
contemplation and the 
relationship between prayer, 
faith, and religion. A simple and 
not so simple book but 
challenging and very helpful.
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Hearing God’s Voice
Fr. Ron Rolhesier
How do we know if we are really hearing God’s voice in our work, our family lives, our times of prayer? 
These reflections are meant to help you focus on this question. The answers always come back to paradox. 
God is not simple and the voice of God is not simple, but it is always tantalizing.
• The voice of God is recognized both in whispers and soft tones, even as it is recognized in thunder and 
storm. God spoke to Elijah in a soft breeze, but to Pharaoh through the plagues.
• The voice of God is recognized wherever one sees life, joy, health, color, and humor,
even as it is recognized wherever one sees dying, suffering, poverty, and a beaten-down
spirit. God is equally present on Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
• The voice of God is recognized in what calls us to what’s higher, to what sets us apart,
to what invites us to holiness, even as it calls us to humility, invites us to submerge
our individuality into humanity, and rejects everything that denigrates our humanity.

Welcome	  to	  Our	  New	  Associates!

From	  le(	  to	  right,	  first	  row:	  Amelia	  Maligno,	  New	  York;	  Mannie	  Ejigou,	  New	  York,	  Gail	  Dennig,	  New	  
England;	  Ann	  Marie	  Marcello,	  ConnecBcut;	  Father	  Dan	  Magni,	  New	  England;	  Greg	  Mason,	  
Pennsylvania
Second	  row:	  Vinnie	  Maligno,	  New	  York,	  Richard	  Montalbano,	  New	  York;	  Rob	  Peace,	  BalBmore;	  John	  
Gillen,	  New	  York;	  Chris	  Robeson,	  CincinnaB	  
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our individuality into humanity, and rejects everything that denigrates our humanity.
The voice of God calls us out of what’s purely human, even as it invites us to humbly
take our place within humanity.
• The voice of God is recognized in what appears in our lives as “foreign,” as other, as
“stranger,” even as it is recognized in the voice that is most deeply familiar and which
beckons us home. God”s voice takes us beyond any language we know, even as we
recognize in it most deeply our mother-tongue.
• The voice of God enters our lives as the greatest of all powers, even as it forever lies
in vulnerability, like a helpless baby in the straw. God's voice creates the cosmos and
keeps it in existence, even as it lies in our world powerless as an infant.
• The voice of God is heard in a privileged way in the poor, even as it beckons us
through the voice of the artist and the intellectual. God is in the poor, even as the
artist and intellectual help reveal the transcendental properties of God.
• The voice of God invites us to live beyond all fear, even as it inspires holy fear. When
God appears in human history, invariably the first words are: “Do not be afraid!”
• The voice of God is recognized inside the gifts of the Holy Spirit, even as it invites us
never to deny the complexities of our world and our own lives.
• The voice of God is always heard wherever there is genuine enjoyment and gratitude,
even as it asks us to deny ourselves, die to ourselves, and the things of
this world.
     Of course to accept this is also to accept living with ambiguity, complexity, unknowing,
and a whole lot of patience. God's voice will then no longer be as clear as our fundamentalist instinct 
would like, but it will be free both to soothe and challenge us as never before.

Brothers	  Tom	  
Murphy	  and	  Paul	  
Feeney	  relax	  during	  
the	  opening	  
recepBon	  of	  the	  
retreat	  for	  new	  
Associates.	  

Brother	  Paul	  gave	  a	  
well-‐received	  and	  
inspiring	  talk	  on	  
Brothers	  who	  have	  
exemplified	  the	  
Xaverian	  Way	  to	  
Pray.
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For Your Further Reflection

The Nature of 
Spirituality

by	  John	  Churchman
Spirituality	  is	  inherently	  dif1icult	  
to	  describe	  and	  de1ine	  with	  any	  
precision	  for	  it	  means	  different	  
things	  to	  different	  people.

For	  some	  Catholics,	  the	  word	  
spirituality	  points	  to	  the	  practices	  
of	  prayer,	  penance,	  and	  fasting.
Others	  might	  immediately	  think	  of	  
church	  attendance,	  the	  Mass,
the	  sacraments,	  or	  their	  favorite	  
devotions.

Still	  others	  would	  associate	  the	  
word	  with	  a	  style	  of	  spiritual	  life
developed	  by	  a	  particular	  
monastic	  tradition	  or	  religious	  
order	  such	  as,	  for	  example,	  
Franciscan	  spirituality,	  
Benedictine	  spirituality,	  

Dominican	  spirituality,	  Ignatian	  
spirituality,	  (Xaverian	  spirituality).

For	  many	  of	  us,	  the	  word	  means	  
something	  more	  and	  something	  
broader.	  Spirituality	  calls	  attention	  
to	  a	  certain	  type	  of	  human	  
experience	  and	  awareness	  and	  to	  
a	  relationship	  with	  God.

Basically,	  spirituality	  is	  a	  way	  of	  
life	  and	  a	  way	  of	  seeing
or	  understanding	  relationships	  
with	  others,	  the	  world,	  and	  us.
It	  is	  our	  spirituality	  that	  provides	  
us	  with	  a	  sense	  of	  meaning,
purpose,	  relatedness,	  and	  
direction.

Spirituality	  is	  our	  lived	  
relationship	  with	  Mystery.
Spirituality	  refers	  to	  our	  deepest	  
values	  and	  desires,
the	  very	  core	  of	  our	  being.

Spirituality	  is	  also	  described	  as	  an	  
inward	  journey,	  a	  holy	  longing,

a	  yearning	  for	  meaning,	  one's	  
enduring	  values,	  the	  essence	  of	  
one's	  character,	  one's	  lived	  
experience	  with	  the	  mystery	  of	  
life,	  and	  that	  which	  puts	  life	  in	  our	  
life.

Mystery	  is	  a	  common	  theme	  in	  any	  
effort	  to	  describe	  spirituality.
In	  this	  context,	  mystery	  refers	  to	  a	  
dimension	  or	  a	  level	  of	  experience
and	  awareness	  that	  the	  person	  
knows	  to	  be	  real	  but	  is	  beyond	  
description	  and	  understanding.

Awareness	  or	  mindfulness
involves	  an	  appreciation	  for	  the	  
mystery,	  beauty,	  and	  awesomeness	  
inherent	  in	  human	  life	  and	  the	  
universe.

Spirituality	  is	  our	  basic	  outlook	  on	  
life,	  our	  endeavor	  to	  perceive	  
reality	  more	  and	  more	  with	  the	  
mind	  (and	  heart)	  of	  Jesus.

New	  Associates,	  present	  Associates,	  and	  Brothers.	  (We	  also	  have	  a	  baby	  Associate	  as	  you	  can	  see!)


